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PREFACE 

This Expanded Environmental Justice Analysis corresponds to Section 5.12, Environmental Justice, 
of the Los Osos Wastewater Project Draft EIR.  For readability and reference, the numbering system 
for headings and page numbers in the following environmental analysis uses the same section number 
as that used in the Draft EIR. 

This Expanded Environmental Justice Analysis of the Los Osos Wastewater Project Draft EIR is a 
summary of a compendium of knowledge regarding environmental justice issues statewide, as well as 
those issues applicable to San Luis Obispo County and, specifically, Los Osos.  Since the body of 
knowledge is considerable and contained in numerous appendices, it would be difficult to present it 
entirely in this document and in a manner that is easily understood by the reader.  In order to aid the 
reader in locating background information, this section is formatted to facilitate the retrieval of 
appended information by presenting the reader with references that address the issue at hand. 
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5.13 - ENVIRONMENTAL JUSTICE 

5.13.1 - Introduction 
This section addresses the potential environmental justice issues associated with the proposed project.  
The following is a list of information used in the preparation of this section. 

1. Housing Element of the San Luis Obispo General Plan. 2004. County of San Luis Obispo.  
This document is not contained in the EIR appendices, but is instead available for review at 
the San Luis Obispo County Department of Planning and Building.  Pursuant to CEQA 
Guidelines Section 15150, this document is hereby incorporated by reference. 

 

2. Environmental Justice Action Plan. October 2004. California Environmental Protection 
Agency.  This document is not contained in the EIR appendices, but is instead available for 
review at the San Luis Obispo County Department of Planning and Building.  Pursuant to 
CEQA Guidelines Section 15150, this document is hereby incorporated by reference. 

 

3. Environmental Justice in California State Government.  October 2003.  Office of Governor 
Gray Davis, Planning and Research.  This document is not contained in the EIR appendices, 
but is instead available for review at the San Luis Obispo County Department of Planning and 
Building.  Pursuant to CEQA Guidelines Section 15150, this document is hereby 
incorporated by reference. 

 

4. Environmental Justice in Transportation Planning and Projects: A Desk Guide for Tennessee. 
May 2007. Mary R. English, Institute for a Secure and Sustainable Environment with 
Frederick J. Wegmann, Jerry D. Everett, Shih-Lung Shaw, and Yibin Zhao.  This document is 
not contained in the EIR appendices, but is instead available for review at the San Luis 
Obispo County Department of Planning and Building.  Pursuant to CEQA Guidelines Section 
15150, this document is hereby incorporated by reference. 

 

5. Environmental Monitor: Addressing Environmental Justice in California. 2001. Gregory 
King.  This document is not contained in the EIR appendices, but is instead available for 
review at the San Luis Obispo County Department of Planning and Building.  Pursuant to 
CEQA Guidelines Section 15150, this document is hereby incorporated by reference. 

 

6. Final Guidance for Incorporating Environmental Justice Concerns in the EPA’s NEPA 
Compliance Analyses. 1998.  Environmental Protection Agency.  This document is not 
contained in the EIR appendices, but is instead available for review at the San Luis Obispo 
County Department of Planning and Building.  Pursuant to CEQA Guidelines Section 15150, 
this document is hereby incorporated by reference. 

 

7. Interactive GIS Mapping. 2007. County of San Luis Obispo.  This information is located in 
Appendix O-2 of the Draft EIR Appendices. 
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8. Policies and Actions for Environmental Justice. December 2001.  California Environmental 
Protection Agency, Air Resources Board.  This document is not contained in the EIR 
appendices, but is instead available for review at the San Luis Obispo County Department of 
Planning and Building.  Pursuant to CEQA Guidelines Section 15150, this document is 
hereby incorporated by reference. 

 
5.13.2 - Environmental Setting 
Background 
Environmental justice deals with the inequitable environmental burden borne by groups such as low 
income and minority populations. 

Environmental Justice is defined in California law (Government Code Section 65040.12) as “the fair 
treatment of people of all races, cultures, and incomes with respect to the development, adoption, 
implementation, and enforcement of environmental laws and policies.” 

According to the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA), “Fair Treatment means that no group 
of people, including racial, ethnic, or socioeconomic groups should bear a disproportionate share of 
the negative environmental consequences resulting from industrial, municipal, and commercial 
operations or the execution of federal, state, local, and tribal environmental programs and policies.  
Meaningful involvement means that: (1) potentially affected community residents have an appropriate 
opportunity to participate in decisions about a proposed activity that will affect their environment 
and/or health; (2) the public’s contribution can influence the regulatory agency’s decision; (3) the 
concerns of all participants involved will be considered in the decision-making process; and (4) the 
decision-makers seek out and facilitate the involvement of those potentially affected.” 

Environmental justice addresses issues concerning whether a proposed project would expose minority 
or disadvantaged populations to proportionately greater risks or impacts compared to those borne by 
other individuals.  Both statutory and common-law protections are legal authorities, which support 
environmental justice efforts.  The State of California and the federal government are in pursuit of 
efforts to address this issue.  Consequently, this EIR documents the proposed project’s compliance 
with the basic principles of environmental justice. 

A condition of environmental justice exists when “Environmental risks and hazards and investments 
and benefits are equally distributed with a lack of discrimination, whether direct or indirect, at any 
jurisdictional level; and when access to environmental investments, benefits, and natural resources are 
equally distributed; and when access to information, participation in decision making, and access to 
justice in environment-related matters are enjoyed by all.”  

An environmental injustice exists when “members of disadvantaged, ethnic, minority or other groups 
suffer disproportionately at the local, regional (sub-national), or national levels from environmental 
risks or hazards, and/or suffer disproportionately from violations of fundamental human rights as a 
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result of environmental factors, and/or denied access to environmental investments, benefits, and/or 
natural resources, and/or are denied access to information; and/or participation in decision making; 
and/or access to justice in environment-related matters.” 

As described below, there are low-income families and minorities that are located within the 
Community of Los Osos.  The implementation of one of the four Proposed Projects would require a 
substantial financial investment.  This financial investment would be borne by all families that are 
located within the Regional Water Quality Control Board (RWQCB) Prohibition Zone.  This 
Prohibition Zone was established by the RWQCB in 1989 when the Cease and Desist Order took 
effect.  The financial investment required by the various families within the Prohibition Zone will 
have different economic effects because there will be a greater effect on low-income families 
compared with moderate- and high-income families.  The County of San Luis Obispo is currently 
determining the funding mechanism to pay for the proposed Los Osos Wastewater Facilities Project.  
Although there may be a disproportional financial effect on low-income families, this financial effect 
is not considered an environmental effect and, thus, is not considered an environmental justice issue.  
Therefore, the following analysis focuses on the potential inequitable environmental burden borne by 
groups such as low income and minority populations. 

Definitions 
Based on the above description of environmental justice, a few terms require definitions to clearly 
understand the intent of the evaluation. 

Low Income Population 
Based on a review of the San Luis Obispo County Housing Element, there are definitions of income 
levels.  These levels are identified as very low income (up to $20,200), lower income (from $20,200 
to $32,300), median income (from $32,400 to $40,400, and moderate ($48,500).  For the purpose of 
this evaluation, low-income populations are defined based on a combination of the income levels 
identified in the Housing Element and income categories that are available at the County of San Luis 
Obispo Interactive GIS Mapping that provides demographic reports for areas within the County.  The 
low-income populations have been defined as households with incomes of $30,000 and less. 

Minority 
Based on the race classification identified on the County of San Luis Obispo Interactive GIS 
Mapping, minority individuals are considered members of those races that are non-white. 

Minority Population 
Based on information provided in Final Guidance For Incorporating Environmental Justice Concerns 
in EPA’s NEPA Compliance Analysis, the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency has defined 
minority population as a population of minority people that exceeds 50 percent of an affected area or 
a minority population percentage of the affected area that is meaningfully greater than the minority 



 County of San Luis Obispo 
Expanded Environmental Justice Analysis  Los Osos Wastewater Project  
 

 
5.13-4 Michael Brandman Associates 
 H:\Client (PN-JN)\0224\02240002\DEIR\2 Exp Analysis\02240002_Expanded Sec05-13 Env Justice.doc 

population percentage in the general population.  For the purpose of this analysis, meaningfully 
greater is defined as at least 10 percent greater. 

Affected Area 
The proposed project includes various areas that will have components such as collection system, 
treatment plant, and disposal sites.  The parcels and households in the vicinity of these components 
would experience environmental effects associated with construction and operation of the project.  
The area that could experience adverse environmental effects is defined as the affected area.  For the 
purpose of this analysis, the affected area is estimated to be approximately 0.5 mile from the location 
of the project component.  Based on available demographic data, the affected area increased to a 
maximum of 1.2 miles from a project component. 

Demographic Information 
The County of San Luis Obispo Interactive GIS Mapping provides 2007 aggregate demographic data 
at various distances from a parcel.  An adequate aggregate is based on the number of parcels that is 
located within a requested distance.  If the distance requested does not have an adequate aggregate, 
the Interactive GIS Mapping does not provide the data; thereby requiring the distance to increase until 
there is an adequate number of parcels.  Because of the varying sizes of parcels within the 
Community of Los Osos, there are parcel locations that the Interactive GIS Mapping does not provide 
demographic data at a distance of 0.5 mile.  Therefore, the nearest distance to 0.5 mile was used to 
obtain demographic data.  As described above, 1.2 miles was the greatest distance from a project 
component that demographic data was collected for an affected area. 

The County of San Luis Obispo Interactive GIS Mapping was used to obtain demographic data for 
the Community of Los Osos as well as the affected areas associated with the proposed projects. 

Community of Los Osos 
The County of San Luis Obispo Interactive GIS Mapping was used to obtain 2007 demographic 
information for the Community of Los Osos.  To obtain the data for the community, a specific parcel 
(067-132-025) and a radius of 3.5 miles was selected.  The selected area encompassed the developed 
portions of the Community of Los Osos and extended east to Turri Road.  This area that was selected 
does not necessarily coincide with the County’s geographical definition of the community because the 
use of the Interactive GIS Mapping only provides demographic data within a given radius.  The 
County’s geographical definition, illustrated on the Estero Community Plan, does not define the 
community as a circle.  According to the demographic data for 2007, 14,635 residents live within the 
Community of Los Osos (defined as within 3.5 miles of Parcel #067-132-025).  Table 5.13-1 shows 
the demographic data for the community.  As shown, households with low incomes represent 24.6 
percent of the community, while minority populations represent 15.6 percent of the community. 
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Table 5.13-1: Demographic Information for Community of Los Osos 

Income Race 

Low Moderate/High White Minority 

24.6% 75.4% 88.4% 15.6% 

Notes: 
1 3.5-mile radius surrounding APN No. 067-132-025, encompassing the residential component of the community. 
Source: County of San Luis Obispo’s Interactive GIS Mapping, 2007. 

 
Affected Area Surrounding Cemetery, Giacomazzi, and Branin Parcels 
The Cemetery parcel was selected in order to provided demographic data within 0.5 mile of a parcel 
containing a project component.  Because of the size of surrounding parcels, the Interactive GIS 
Mapping system was unable to provided demographic data at 0.5 mile from the Cemetery parcel.  The 
nearest distance that demographic data was available was 1.2 miles.  According to the demographic 
data for 2007, 1,240 residents live within the affected area.  According to Table 5.13-2, households 
with low incomes represent 27.8 percent of the affected area, while minority populations represent 3.5 
percent of the affected area. 

Table 5.13-2: Demographic Information for Treatment Plant Site at Cemetery, Giacomazzi, and 
Branin Parcels 

Income Race 
Location 

Low Moderate/ 
High White Minority 

Area Surrounding Treatment Plant Site1 27.8% 72.2% 96.5% 3.5% 

Community of Los Osos2 24.6% 75.4% 88.4% 15.6% 

Notes: 
1 1.2-mile radius surrounding APN No. 074-222-014, encompassing the area around the proposed treatment plant. 
2 3.5-mile radius surrounding APN No. 067-132-025, encompassing the residential component of the community. 
Source: County of San Luis Obispo’s Interactive GIS Mapping, 2007. 

 
Affected Area Surrounding Tonini Parcel 
The parcels that surround the Tonini parcel are too large for the Interactive GIS Mapping to provide 
demographic data within 0.5 mile.  The nearest distance that demographic data was available was 
within a 1.2-mile radius.  According to the demographic data for 2007, 1,099 residents live within the 
affected area.  According to Table 5.13-3, households with low incomes represent 19.6 percent of the 
affected area while minority populations represent 9.3 percent of the affected area. 

Affected Area Surrounding Broderson Parcel 
Because of the number of small lots that are located north of the Broderson parcel, the Interactive GIS 
Mapping system provided demographic data for an area within a 0.5-mile radius of the parcel.  
According to the demographic data for 2007, 5,217 residents live within the affected area.  According 
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to Table 5.13-3, households with low incomes represent 25.1 percent of the affected area while 
minority populations represent 9.2 percent of the affected area. 

Table 5.13-3: Demographic Information for Disposal Sites 

Income Race 
Location 

Low Moderate/ 
High White Minority 

Area Surrounding Tonini Disposal Site1 19.6% 80.4% 90.7% 9.3% 

Area Surrounding Broderson Disposal 
Site2 

25.1% 74.9% 90.8% 9.2% 

Community of Los Osos3 24.6% 75.4% 88.4% 15.6% 

Notes: 
1 1.2-mile radius surrounding APN No. 067-031-001, encompassing the area around the Tonini disposal site. 
2  1.2-mile radius surrounding APN No. 074-022-030, encompassing the area around the Broderson disposal site. 
3 3.5-mile radius surrounding APN No. 067-132-035, encompassing the residential component of the community. 
Source: County of San Luis Obispo’s Interactive GIS Mapping, 2007. 

 
5.13.3 - Regulatory Setting 
Federal  
Executive Order 12898 
On February 11, 1994, President Clinton issued Executive Order 12898, “Federal Actions to Address 
Environmental Justice in Minority Populations and Low income Populations,” which requires that 
each federal agency to the greatest extent practical and permitted by law, shall “make achieving 
environmental justice part of its mission by identifying and addressing, as appropriate, 
disproportionately high and adverse human health or environmental effects of its programs, policies, 
and activities, on minority possessions…” Thus, Order 128989 is designed to focus attention on 
environmental and human health conditions in areas of high minority and low-income communities 
and to prevent discrimination in programs and projects substantially affecting human health and the 
environment (Federal Register, 1994).  The Order requires that the U.S. EPA and all other federal 
agencies (as well as state agencies receiving federal funds) to develop strategies to address this issue.  
The agencies are required to identify and address any disproportionately high and adverse human 
health or environmental effects of their programs, policies, and activities on minority and/or low-
income populations. 

State 
California Government Code Section 65040.12 
California Government Code, Section 65040.12(e), defines environmental justice as “the fair 
treatment of people of all races, cultures, and incomes with respect to the development, adoption, 
implementation and enforcement of environmental laws, regulations, and policies.”  California 
Government Code Section 65040.12(a), designates the Governor’s Office of Planning and Research 
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(OPR) as the coordinating agency in state government for environmental justice programs and 
requires OPR to develop guidelines for incorporating environmental justice into general plans. 

Title 14 California Code of Regulations (CCR) Section 15131 
Title 14, CCR Section 15131 provides that economic or social information may be included in an 
EIR, but those economic or social effects shall not be considered significant effects on the 
environment.  In an EIR, the lead agency is responsible for researching economic or social changes 
resulting from a Project, which may eventually lead to physical changes in the environment.  These 
economic or social changes can be used to determine the significance of physical changes on the 
environment. 

Senate Bill No. 115 
The Office of Planning and Research (OPR) is a comprehensive planning agency that serves the 
Governor and his/her cabinet as staff for long-range planning and research.  Under existing law, the 
California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) requires OPR to prepare guidelines for use in 
implementing the Act, and the Secretary of Resources to certify and adopt the Act.  Existing law 
establishes the California Environmental Protection Agency (Cal EPA) as the responsible agency for 
enhancing the State’s protection of the environment.  

Senate Bill No. 115 (SB 115) provides OPR as the coordinating agency in State government for 
Environmental Justice programs.  SB 115 requires the Director of Planning and Research to consult 
with secretaries of specified state agencies and other parties in order to coordinate OPR’s efforts, 
share specified information with certain federal agencies, and review and evaluate other federal 
information.  SB 115 defines Environmental Justice to mean “the fair treatment of people of all races, 
cultures, and incomes with respect to the development, adoption, implementation, and enforcement of 
environmental laws and policies.”  It also requires Cal EPA to take specified actions in designing its 
mission for programs, policies, and standards within the agency, and to develop a model 
Environmental Justice mission statement for boards, departments, and offices within the agency.1 

Local 
County of San Luis Obispo 
The County of San Luis Obispo’s goal is to evaluate and develop a wastewater treatment system for 
Los Osos in cooperation with the community water purveyors, to solve the Level III water resource 
shortage and groundwater pollution, in an environmentally sustainable and cost-effective manner, 
while respecting community preferences and promoting participatory government, and addressing 
individual affordability challenges to the greatest extent possible. 

In order to address the statewide Environmental Justice issue of fair access to environmental 
information, the County of San Luis Obispo has developed its own website offering public 
information regarding the Los Osos Wastewater Project.  This site includes a document library 
                                                      
1 http://w3.uchastings.edu/plri/PDF/SB%20115.pdf 
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offering brochures, flyers, maps, public communication, and all current documentation on the 
proposed project.  The site also provides recent news and events.  In addition, the website offers 
information regarding affordability assistance, providing households (homeowners and renters) 
within Los Osos loan and/or grant opportunities and financial assistance for the wastewater project.  

Starting in February 2007, the County Public Works Department sent regular project updates by U.S. 
Mail to all property owners and residents in the Prohibition Zone.  The County also gives residents 
the opportunity to join this mailing list and a list for electronic publications regarding the proposed 
wastewater project. 

Furthermore, a Technical Advisory Committee (TAC) has been established and holds public meetings 
within the Community of Los Osos to discuss various aspects of the Los Osos Wastewater Project.  
The TAC assists in the development of a pro/con analysis of project alternatives, receive public input, 
and make recommendations to the San Luis Obispo County Board of Supervisors concerning that 
pro/con analysis. 

Based on the above information, fair access to environmental information associated with the Los 
Osos Wastewater Project has been granted. 

5.13.4 - Thresholds of Significance 
This project will have a significant adverse environmental justice impact if it will: 

• Result in adverse effects or impacts that are appreciably more severe in magnitude or are 
predominately borne by any segment of the population, for example, household population 
with low income or a minority population in comparison with a population that is not low 
income or minority. 

 
Other Thresholds 
For the purpose of the proposed project, the following threshold has been added to evaluate the 
Project’s consistency with applicable goals and policies related to environmental justice.  

Would the project: 

a.) Conflict with any applicable environmental justice goals or policies of an agency with 
jurisdiction over the project? 

 
5.13.5 - Impact Analysis  
This section analyzes Proposed Projects 1 through 4.  The analysis includes a discussion of project- 
specific and cumulative impacts, provides mitigation measures where required, and concludes with a 
determination of level of significance after mitigation. 
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Environmental Justice 

5.12-A: The proposed project would not have adverse environmental impacts that are 
appreciably more severe in magnitude or predominately borne by households with 
low-income or minority populations. 

Project-Specific Impact Analysis 
Proposed Project 1 
Collection System 

Proposed Project 1 includes a Septic Tank Effluent (STE) Collection System that consists of both 
septic tank effluent pumps (STEP) and septic tank effluent gravity (STEG) collection lines.  This is 
referred to as a STEP/STEG system.  With this system, old septic tanks would be taken out of use and 
new  STEP/STEG tanks, together with effluent pumps and controls, would be installed at each 
connection.  A total of 4,679 new  STEP/STEG tanks, together with associated pumps and controls, 
would be installed. 

The installation of the collection system would occur throughout the majority of the Community of 
Los Osos within an area identified by the Regional Water Quality Control Board as the Prohibition 
Zone.  The Prohibition Zone is an area where there is a discharge moratorium that has effectively 
halted new construction or major expansions of existing development since the moratorium was 
established in January 1988. 

Since the majority of the Community of Los Osos will experience environmental effects of the 
construction of the STEP/STEG system, there would not be a disproportionate share of negative 
environmental effects associated with its construction and operation.  Therefore, the collection system 
component of Proposed Project 1 would not disproportionately affect households with low income or 
a minority population; thus, no environmental justice impacts would occur. 

Treatment Plant Site 

The treatment plant site for Proposed Project 1 is located on three separate parcels containing the 
Branin, Giacomazzi and the Cemetery parcels.  These three parcels encompass 127.8-acres.  The 
demographic information in Table 5.13-2 shows that the area surrounding the treatment plant site 
includes 27.8 percent of households with low income, while Table 5.13-3 shows that the Community 
of Los Osos includes 24.6 percent of households with low income.  Based on the comparison of the 
percentage of households with low income between these two study areas, the area surrounding the 
treatment plant site does not have a disproportionate percentage of households with low income 
compared with the Community of Los Osos.  Therefore, the construction and operation of the 
treatment plant site would not disproportionately affect households with low income; thus, no 
environmental justice impacts would occur.  

The demographic information in Table 5.13-2 also shows that the area surrounding the treatment 
plant site includes 3.5 percent of a minority population while Table 5.13-3 shows that the Community 
of Los Osos includes 15.6 percent of a minority population.  Based on the comparison of the 
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percentage of a minority population within these two study areas, the area surrounding the treatment 
plant site does not have a disproportionate percentage of a minority population compared with the 
Community of Los Osos.  Therefore, the construction and operation of the treatment plant site would 
not disproportionately affect a minority population, and no environmental justice impacts would 
occur. 

Disposal Sites 

The disposal sites for Proposed Project 1 include 175-acres of a 650-acre parcel known as the Tonini 
parcel and 7-acres of an 81-acre parcel known as the Broderson parcel. 

The demographic information in Table 5.13-3 shows that the area surrounding the Tonini site and 
Broderson site includes 19.6 percent and 25.1 percent of households with low income, respectively, 
while the Community of Los Osos includes 24.6 percent of households with low income.  Based on 
the comparison of the percentage of low-income households between the Tonini site and the 
Community of Los Osos and between the Broderson site and the Community of Los Osos, the areas 
surrounding the disposal sites do not have a disproportionate percentage of households with low 
income compared with the Community of Los Osos.  Therefore, the construction and operation of the 
disposal sites would not disproportionately affect households with low income, and no environmental 
justice impacts would occur. 

The demographic information in Table 5.13-3 also shows that the area surrounding the Tonini site 
and Broderson site includes 9.3 percent and 9.2 percent of a minority population, respectively, while 
the Community of Los Osos includes 15.6 percent of a minority population.  Based on the 
comparison of the percentage of a minority population between the Tonini site and the Community of 
Los Osos and between the Broderson site and the Community of Los Osos, the areas surrounding the 
disposal sites do not have a disproportionate percentage of a minority population compared with the 
Community of Los Osos.  Therefore, the construction and operation of the disposal sites would not 
disproportionately affect a minority population, and no environmental justice impacts would occur. 

Combined Project Effects 

Based on the findings described above for the collection system, treatment plant site, and disposal 
sites, the construction and operation of Proposed Project 1 would not disproportionately affect 
households with low income or a minority population; thus, no environmental justice impacts would 
occur. 

Proposed Project 2 
Collection System 

Proposed Project 2 includes a Solids Handling (SH) Collection System that consists of a combination 
of conventional gravity sewers (GS) and low-pressure grinder pumps (LPGP) or pocket pumps.  With 
this system, old septic tanks will be taken out of use and either removed or abandoned. 
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Similar to the STEP/STEG system that is part of Proposed Project 1, the installation of the SH 
collection system would occur throughout the majority of the Community of Los Osos within an area 
identified by the Regional Water Quality Control Board as the Prohibition Zone.  Since the majority 
of the Community of Los Osos will experience environmental effects of the construction of the SH 
collection system, there would not be a disproportionate share of negative environmental effects 
associated with its construction and operation.  Therefore, the collection system component of 
Proposed Project 2 would not disproportionately affect households with low income or a minority 
population, and no environmental justice impacts would occur. 

Treatment Plant Site 

The treatment plant site for Proposed Project 2 is located on the 38.2-acre Giacomazzi parcel.  As 
shown on Table 5.13-2, the demographic information for the area surrounding the Giacomazzi parcel 
is the same for the area surrounding the treatment plant site for Proposed Project 1.  Therefore, the 
potential environmental justice impacts associated with the treatment plant site would be the same (no 
impact) as described above for Proposed Project 1. 

Disposal Sites 

Since the disposal sites are the same for Proposed Project 1 and 2, the potential environmental justice 
impacts associated with the disposal sites for Proposed Project 2 would be the same as described 
above for Proposed Project 1 (no impact). 

Combined Project Effects 

Based on the findings described above for the collection system, treatment plant site, and disposal 
sites, the construction and operation of Proposed Project 2 would not disproportionately affect 
households with low income or a minority population; thus, no environmental justice impacts would 
occur. 

Proposed Project 3 
Collection System 

Similar to Proposed Project 2, Proposed Project 3 includes an SH Collection System that consists of a 
combination of conventional gravity sewers and LPGP or pocket pumps.  With this system, old septic 
tanks will be taken out of use and either removed or abandoned.  Since the collection system is the 
same as Proposed Project 2, the potential environmental justice impacts associated with the collection 
system would be the same as described above for Proposed Project 2 (no impact), which is also the 
same as described for Proposed Project 1. 

Treatment Plant Site 

The treatment plant site for Proposed Project 3 is located on two separate parcels containing the 
Branin and Giacomazzi parcels.  These two parcels encompass 80.4-acres.  As shown on Table 
5.13-2, the demographic information for the area surrounding the Branin and Giacomazzi parcels is 
the same for the area surrounding the treatment plant site for Proposed Project 1.  Therefore, the 
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potential environmental justice impacts associated with the treatment plant site would be the same as 
described above for Proposed Project 1 (no impact). 

Disposal Sites 

Since the disposal sites are the same for Proposed Projects 1, 2, and 3, the potential environmental 
justice impacts associated with the disposal sites for Proposed Project 3 would be the same as 
described above for Proposed Projects 1 and 2 (no impact). 

Combined Project Effects 

Based on the findings described above for the collection system, treatment plant site, and disposal 
sites, the construction and operation of Proposed Project 3 would not disproportionately affect 
households with low income or a minority population; thus, no environmental justice impacts would 
occur. 

Proposed Project 4 
Collection System 

Similar to Proposed Projects 2 and 3, Proposed Project 4 includes an SH Collection System that 
consists of a combination of conventional gravity sewers and LPGP or pocket pumps.  With this 
system, old septic tanks will be taken out of use and either removed or abandoned.  Since the 
collection system is the same as Proposed Projects 2 and 3, the potential environmental justice 
impacts associated with the collection system would be the same as described above for Proposed 
Projects 2 and 3, which is also the same as described for Proposed Project 1 (no impact). 

Treatment Plant Site 

The treatment plant site for Proposed Project 4 is located on approximately 20-acres of the 650-acre 
Tonini site.  Since this treatment plant site is located on the same parcel as the Tonini disposal site, as 
discussed in Proposed Projects 1, 2, and 3, the demographic information is the same, and the potential 
environmental justice impacts associated with the treatment plant site for Proposed Project 4 would 
be the same as described above for the disposal site in Proposed Projects 1, 2, and 3 (no impact). 

Disposal Sites 

Since the disposal sites are the same for Proposed Projects 1, 2, 3, and 4 the potential environmental 
justice impacts associated with the disposal sites for Proposed Project 4 would be the same as 
described above for Proposed Projects 1, 2, and 3 (no impact). 

Combined Project Effects 

Based on the findings described above for the collection system, treatment plant site, and disposal 
sites, the construction and operation of Proposed Project 4 would not disproportionately affect 
households with low income or a minority population; thus, no environmental justice impacts would 
occur. 
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Cumulative Impact Analysis 
Proposed Project 1 through 4 
As indicated in the impact discussions for environmental justice, Proposed Projects 1 through 4: (1) 
would not have adverse environmental impacts that are appreciably more severe in magnitude or 
predominately borne by households with low income or minority populations; and (2) Proposed 
Projects 1 through 4 would not conflict with any applicable environmental justice goals and policies 
of an agency with jurisdiction over the project. Since Proposed Projects 1 through 4 are not 
contributing towards a disproportionate effect on low-income and minority people and do not conflict 
with any applicable environmental justice goals and policies, Proposed Projects 1 through 4 would 
not contribute to cumulative impacts on environmental justice.   

Mitigation Measures 
Project-Specific 
Proposed Projects 1 through 4 

No mitigation measures are required.  

Cumulative 
Proposed Projects 1 through 4 

No mitigation measures are required.  

Level of Significance After Mitigation 
Project-Specific 
Proposed Projects 1 through 4 

No impact. 

Cumulative 
Proposed Projects 1 through 4 

No impact. 

Goals and Policies Related to Environmental Justice 

5.12-B: The proposed project would not conflict with any applicable environmental justice 
goals and policies of an agency with jurisdiction over the project. 

Project-Specific Impact Analysis 
Proposed Project 1 
Based on the findings in Impact 5.12-A, Proposed Project 1 would result in no environmental justice 
impacts, because Proposed Project 1 is not located in an area that would disproportionately affect 
households with low income or a minority population.  Therefore, no goals or policies related to 
environmental justice would apply to Proposed Project 1. 

Proposed Project 2 
Similar to Proposed Project 1, Proposed Project 2 would result in no environmental justice impacts, 
because Proposed Project 2 is also not located in an area that would disproportionately affect 
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households with low income or a minority population.  Therefore, no goals or policies related to 
environmental justice would apply to Proposed Project 2.  

Proposed Project 3 
Similar to Proposed Project 1, Proposed Project 3 would result in no environmental justice impacts, 
because Proposed Project 3 is also not located in an area that would disproportionately affect 
households with low income or a minority population.  Therefore, no goals or policies related to 
environmental justice would apply to Proposed Project 3. 

Proposed Project 4 
Similar to Proposed Project 1, Proposed Project 4 would result in no environmental justice impacts, 
because Proposed Project 4 is also not located in an area that would disproportionately affect 
households with low income or a minority population.  Therefore, no goals or policies related to 
environmental justice would apply to Proposed Project 4.  

Cumulative Impact Analysis 
Proposed Project 1 through 4 
As indicated in the impact discussions for environmental justice, Proposed Projects 1 through 4: (1) 
would not have adverse environmental impacts that are appreciably more severe in magnitude or 
predominately borne by households with low income or minority populations; and (2) Proposed 
Projects 1 through 4 would not conflict with any applicable environmental justice goals and policies 
of an agency with jurisdiction over the project. Since Proposed Projects 1 through 4 are not 
contributing towards a disproportionate effect on low-income and minority people and do not conflict 
with any applicable environmental justice goals and policies, Proposed Projects 1 through 4 would 
not contribute to cumulative impacts on environmental justice.   

Mitigation Measures 
Project-Specific 
Proposed Projects 1 through 4 

No mitigation measures are required. 

Cumulative 
Proposed Projects 1 through 4 

No mitigation measures are required. 

Level of Significance After Mitigation 
Project-Specific 
Proposed Projects 1 through 4 

No impacts.   

Cumulative 
Proposed Projects 1 through 4 

No impacts. 
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O-2: San Luis Obispo County Interactive GIS Mapping, 
Demographics 

 
 



 


